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Eleventh Corps, and lauded its "division and brigade com-
manders for the energy and constancy they manifested during
the campaign/' In the course of his report he spoke with
especial commendation of Colonel Hecker, who commanded
my Third Brigade, and who had performed the most arduous
duties with his characteristic spirit and efficiency. On the 17th
of December we re-occupied our old encampments in Lookout
Valley and looked forward to a comparatively quiet and com-
fortable winter.

But my repose and that of many of the officers in my
command was disturbed in an entirely unexpected and exas-
perating manner. On the 10th of January, 1864, I found in
a New York paper a reprint of General Hooker's official
report on the engagement of Wauhatchie, which I have so
elaborately described above because a knowledge of the details
of the occurrence is needed for a just appreciation of what
followed. In that report General Hooker praised the conduct
of the troops under his command in the Wauhatchie affair very
highly, and then added:

" I regret that my duty constrains me to except any por-
tion of my command in my commendation of their courage and
valor. The brigade dispatched to the relief of Geary, by orders
delivered in person to the division commander, never reached
him until long after the fight had ended. It was alleged that
it lost its way, when it had a terrific infantry fire to guide it
all over the way; and that it became involved in a swamp,
where there was no swamp or other obstacle between it and
Geary to delay it a moment in marching to the relief of its
imperiled companions."

When I read this I was utterly amazed and indignant.
I had often heard a murmur among the generals of the army
that " Joe Hooker's character for truth and veracity was not
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